.
The symposium attracted 304 participants from 22 countries representing all five continents. A total of 196 scientific presentations were made across the disciplines of environmental health, biomedical and clinical sciences, and public health. The scientific program included seven plenary sessions where oral/plenary presentations were given by forty six invited speakers. In addition, there were two poster sessions-one for faculty and professional scientists, and one for students that included awards for best posters presentations at four levels of the educational pipeline including high school, undergraduate, master and doctorate levels. Three certificates and prizes (first, second and third) were awarded for each education level.
Original contributions were solicited on relevant topics of the Symposium. As in the past, authors were asked to access the journal's website and submit their full length manuscripts. Submitted manuscripts were processed and sent out for peer-review by environmental and public health experts in their respective fields. A rigorous peer-review process was conducted as previously described [1] , and according to the high publication standard of International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health [3] . The next (9th) Symposium will be held at the Jackson Marriott Hotel, from September 16-19, 2012. I invite all past Symposium participants, as well as new biomedical and environmental health scientists and engineers who are interested in solving global environmental and public health challenges, at the next meeting.
